Week 12 — Chronological New Testament
Sonship in Christ

Gal. 4:1 Now I say, as long as the heir is a child, he does not differ at all from a slave although
he is owner of everything, 2 but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by the
father. * So also we, while we were children, were held in bondage under the elemental things of
the world. 4 But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman,
born under the Law, * so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might
receive the adoption as sons. ¢ Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son
into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a
son, then an heir through God.

Gal. 4:8 However at that time, when you did not know God, you were slaves to those which by
nature are no gods. * But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God,
how is it that you turn back again to the weak and worthless elemental things, to which you
desire to be enslaved all over again? 1 You observe days and months and seasons and years. 1!
fear for you, that perhaps I have labored over you in vain.

Gal. 4:12 1beg of you, brethren, become as I am, for I also have become as you are. You have
done me no wrong; '3 but you know that it was because of a bodily illness that I preached the
gospel to you the first time; ! and that which was a trial to you in my bodily condition you did
not despise or loathe, but you received me as an angel of God, as Christ Jesus Himself. 1> Where
then is that sense of blessing you had? For I bear you witness that, if possible, you would have
plucked out your eyes and given them to me. 1 So have I become your enemy by telling you the
truth? 7 They eagerly seek you, not commendably, but they wish to shut you out so that you will
seek them. ¥ But it is good always to be eagerly sought in a commendable manner, and not only
when I am present with you. > My children, with whom I am again in labor until Christ is
formed in you — 2° but I could wish to be present with you now and to change my tone, for I am
perplexed about you.

Bond and Free

Gal. 4:21 Tell me, you who want to be under law, do you not listen to the law? 22 For it is
written that Abraham had two sons, one by the bondwoman and one by the free woman. 2* But
the son by the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and the son by the free woman
through the promise. 24 This is allegorically speaking, for these women are two covenants: one
proceeding from Mount Sinai bearing children who are to be slaves; she is Hagar. 2 Now this
Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery
with her children. 26 But the Jerusalem above is free; she is our mother. 7 For it is written,

“REJOICE, BARREN WOMAN WHO DOES NOT BEAR,;

BREAK FORTH AND SHOUT, YOU WHO ARE NOT IN LABOR;



FOR MORE NUMEROUS ARE THE CHILDREN OF THE DESOLATE

THAN OF THE ONE WHO HAS A HUSBAND.”
28 And you brethren, like Isaac, are children of promise. ?° But as at that time he who was born
according to the flesh persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, so it is now also.
30 But what does the Scripture say?

“CAST OUT THE BONDWOMAN AND HER SON,

FOR THE SON OF THE BONDWOMAN SHALL NOT BE AN HEIR WITH THE
SON OF THE FREE WOMAN.”
31 So then, brethren, we are not children of a bondwoman, but of the free woman.

Walk by the Spirit

Gal. 5:1 It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be
subject again to a yoke of slavery.

Gal. 5:2 Behold I, Paul, say to you that if you receive circumcision, Christ will be of no benefit
to you. 3 And I testify again to every man who receives circumcision, that he is under obligation
to keep the whole Law. 4 You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified
by law; you have fallen from grace. 5 For we through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope
of righteousness. ¢ For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything,
but faith working through love.

Gal. 5:7 You were running well; who hindered you from obeying the truth? ® This persuasion
did not come from Him who calls you. ? A little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough. 1° 1
have confidence in you in the Lord that you will adopt no other view; but the one who is
disturbing you will bear his judgment, whoever he is. ! But I, brethren, if I still preach
circumcision, why am [ still persecuted? Then the stumbling block of the cross has been
abolished. !> T wish that those who are troubling you would even mutilate themselves.

Gal. 5:13 For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an
opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. ' For the whole Law is fulfilled in
one word, in the statement, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELFE.” 15 But

if you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another.

Gal. 5:16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. '7 For
the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in
opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please. '® But if you are led
by the Spirit, you are not under the Law. !* Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are:
immorality, impurity, sensuality, 2° idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of
anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, 2! envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these,
of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that those who practice such things will
not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,



kindness, goodness, faithfulness, * gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 24
Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.

Gal. 5:25 1If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 26 Let us not become boastful,
challenging one another, envying one another.

Bear One Another’s Burdens

Gal. 6:1 Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a
one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted. 2
Bear one another’s burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ. * For if anyone thinks he is
something when he is nothing, he deceives himself. * But each one must examine his own work,
and then he will have reason for boasting in regard to himself alone, and not in regard to another.
5 For each one will bear his own load.

Gal. 6:6 The one who is taught the word is to share all good things with the one who teaches
him. 7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap. 8
For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows
to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. * Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due
time we will reap if we do not grow weary. '* So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good
to all people, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith.

Gal. 6:11 See with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand. '*> Those who
desire to make a good showing in the flesh try to compel you to be circumcised, simply so that
they will not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. !* For those who are circumcised do not even
keep the Law themselves, but they desire to have you circumcised so that they may boast in your
flesh. ¥ But may it never be that I would boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. '* For neither is
circumcision anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. * And those who will walk by
this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God.

Gal. 6:17 From now on let no one cause trouble for me, for I bear on my body the brand-marks
of Jesus.

Gal. 6:18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren. Amen.

Paul at Thessalonica

Acts 17:1 Now when they had traveled through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to
Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews. 2 And according to Paul’s custom, he

went to them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures, * explaining and
giving evidence that the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, “This



Jesus whom I am proclaiming to you is the Christ.” 4 And some of them were persuaded and
joined Paul and Silas, along with a large number of the God-fearing Greeks and a number of the
leading women. * But the Jews, becoming jealous and taking along some wicked men from the
market place, formed a mob and set the city in an uproar; and attacking the house of Jason, they
were seeking to bring them out to the people. ¢ When they did not find them, they began
dragging Jason and some brethren before the city authorities, shouting, “These men who have
upset the world have come here also; 7 and Jason has welcomed them, and they all act contrary to
the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, Jesus.” 8 They stirred up the crowd and
the city authorities who heard these things. > And when they had received a pledge from Jason
and the others, they released them.

Paul at Berea

Acts 17:10 The brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea, and when
they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews. ! Now these were more noble-minded
than those in Thessalonica, for they received the word with great eagerness, examining the
Scriptures daily 7o see whether these things were so. > Therefore many of them believed, along
with a number of prominent Greek women and men. '* But when the Jews of Thessalonica found
out that the word of God had been proclaimed by Paul in Berea also, they came there as well,
agitating and stirring up the crowds. * Then immediately the brethren sent Paul out to go as far
as the sea; and Silas and Timothy remained there. ' Now those who escorted Paul brought him
as far as Athens; and receiving a command for Silas and Timothy to come to him as soon as
possible, they left.

Paul at Athens

Acts 17:16 Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was being provoked
within him as he was observing the city full of idols. 17 So he was reasoning in the synagogue
with the Jews and the God-fearing Gentiles, and in the market place every day with those who
happened to be present. ¥ And also some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers were
conversing with him. Some were saying, “What would this idle babbler wish to say?” Others,
“He seems to be a proclaimer of strange deities,” — because he was preaching Jesus and the
resurrection. ! And they took him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we know
what this new teaching is which you are proclaiming? 2 “For you are bringing some strange
things to our ears; so we want to know what these things mean.” 2! (Now all the Athenians and
the strangers visiting there used to spend their time in nothing other than telling or hearing
something new.)

Sermon on Mars Hill

Acts 17:22 So Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, “Men of Athens, I observe
that you are very religious in all respects. 2 “For while I was passing through and examining the



objects of your worship, I also found an altar with this inscription, 'TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.’
Therefore what you worship in ignorance, this I proclaim to you. 2* “The God who made the
world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made
with hands; 2° nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He
Himself gives to all people life and breath and all things; 2® and He made from one man every
nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times
and the boundaries of their habitation, 27 that they would seek God, if perhaps they might grope
for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; ?® for in Him we live and move
and exist, as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we also are His children.” 2 “Being
then the children of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or
stone, an image formed by the art and thought of man. 3 “Therefore having overlooked the times
of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all people everywhere should repent, 3! because
He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He
has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead.”

Acts 17:32 Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some began to sneer, but
others said, “We shall hear you again concerning this.” 3* So Paul went out of their midst. ** But
some men joined him and believed, among whom also were Dionysius the Areopagite and a
woman named Damaris and others with them.

Paul at Corinth

Acts 18:1 After these things he left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 And he found a Jew named
Aquila, a native of Pontus, having recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because
Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome. He came to them, 3 and because he was of
the same trade, he stayed with them and they were working, for by trade they were tent-makers. 4
And he was reasoning in the synagogue every Sabbath and trying to persuade Jews and Greeks.

Acts 18:5 But when Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia, Paul began devoting
himself completely to the word, solemnly testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ. ® But
when they resisted and blasphemed, he shook out his garments and said to them, “Your blood be
on your own heads! I am clean. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.” 7 Then he left there and
went to the house of a man named Titius Justus, a worshiper of God, whose house was next to
the synagogue. ® Crispus, the leader of the synagogue, believed in the Lord with all his
household, and many of the Corinthians when they heard were believing and being baptized. °
And the Lord said to Paul in the night by a vision, “Do not be afraid any longer, but go on
speaking and do not be silent; 1° for I am with you, and no man will attack you in order to harm
you, for I have many people in this city.” ' And he settled there a year and six months, teaching
the word of God among them.

Acts 18:12 But while Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews with one accord rose up against
Paul and brought him before the judgment seat, '* saying, “This man persuades men to worship



God contrary to the law.” ¥ But when Paul was about to open his mouth, Gallio said to the Jews,
“If it were a matter of wrong or of vicious crime, O Jews, it would be reasonable for me to put up
with you; !5 but if there are questions about words and names and your own law, look after it
yourselves; I am unwilling to be a judge of these matters.” ' And he drove them away from the
judgment seat. !” And they all took hold of Sosthenes, the leader of the synagogue, and began
beating him in front of the judgment seat. But Gallio was not concerned about any of these
things.

Acts 18:18 Paul, having remained many days longer, took leave of the brethren and put out to
sea for Syria, and with him were Priscilla and Aquila. In Cenchrea he had his hair cut, for he was
keeping a vow.

1 THESSALONIANS
1Th. 1:1 Paul and Silvanus and Timothy,
Thanksgiving for These Believers

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you
and peace.

1Th. 1:2 We give thanks to God always for all of you, making mention of you in our prayers; 3
constantly bearing in mind your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our
Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and Father,  knowing, brethren beloved by God,
His choice of you; * for our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in
the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of men we proved to be
among you for your sake. ¢ You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the
word in much tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all
the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. ® For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from
you, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith toward God has gone
forth, so that we have no need to say anything. ® For they themselves report about us what kind
of a reception we had with you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true
God, '° and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who
rescues us from the wrath to come.

Paul’s Ministry

1Th. 2:1 For you yourselves know, brethren, that our coming to you was not in vain, ? but after
we had already suffered and been mistreated in Philippi, as you know, we had the boldness in
our God to speak to you the gospel of God amid much opposition. * For our exhortation does not
come from error or impurity or by way of deceit; 4 but just as we have been approved by God to



be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not as pleasing men, but God who examines our
hearts. ° For we never came with flattering speech, as you know, nor with a pretext for greed —
God is witness — ¢ nor did we seek glory from men, either from you or from others, even though
as apostles of Christ we might have asserted our authority. 7 But we proved to be gentle among
you, as a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own children. # Having so fond an affection for
you, we were well-pleased to impart to you not only the gospel of God but also our own lives,
because you had become very dear to us.

1Th. 2:9 For you recall, brethren, our labor and hardship, Zow working night and day so as not
to be a burden to any of you, we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. !* You are witnesses, and
so is God, how devoutly and uprightly and blamelessly we behaved toward you believers; ! just
as you know how we were exhorting and encouraging and imploring each one of you as a father
would his own children, ! so that you would walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls you
into His own kingdom and glory.

1Th. 2:13 For this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received the word of
God which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is,
the word of God, which also performs its work in you who believe. # For you, brethren, became
imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea, for you also endured the same
sufferings at the hands of your own countrymen, even as they did from the Jews, 1> who both
killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and drove us out. They are not pleasing to God, but
hostile to all men, !¢ hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be saved; with
the result that they always fill up the measure of their sins. But wrath has come upon them to the
utmost.

1Th. 2:17 But we, brethren, having been taken away from you for a short while — in person,
not in spirit — were all the more eager with great desire to see your face. ¥ For we wanted to
come to you — I, Paul, more than once — and yet Satan hindered us. ' For who is our hope or joy
or crown of exultation? Is it not even you, in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming? 2°
For you are our glory and joy.

Encouragement of Timothy’s Visit

1Th. 3:1 Therefore when we could endure if no longer, we thought it best to be left behind at
Athens alone, 2 and we sent Timothy, our brother and God’s fellow worker in the gospel of
Christ, to strengthen and encourage you as to your faith, % so that no one would be disturbed by
these afflictions; for you yourselves know that we have been destined for this. * For indeed when
we were with you, we kept telling you in advance that we were going to suffer affliction; and so
it came to pass, as you know. 3 For this reason, when I could endure if no longer, I also sent to
find out about your faith, for fear that the tempter might have tempted you, and our labor would
be in vain.



1Th. 3:6 But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and has brought us good news of
your faith and love, and that you always think kindly of us, longing to see us just as we also long
to see you, ’ for this reason, brethren, in all our distress and affliction we were comforted about
you through your faith; 8 for now we really live, if you stand firm in the Lord. * For what thanks
can we render to God for you in return for all the joy with which we rejoice before our God on
your account, !* as we night and day keep praying most earnestly that we may see your face, and
may complete what is lacking in your faith?

1Th. 3:11 Now may our God and Father Himself and Jesus our Lord direct our way to you; 12
and may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for one another, and for all people,
just as we also do for you; 3 so that He may establish your hearts without blame in holiness
before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints.

Sanctification and Love

1Th. 4:1 Finally then, brethren, we request and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that as you
received from us instruction as to how you ought to walk and please God (just as you actually do
walk), that you excel still more. 2 For you know what commandments we gave you by the
authority of the Lord Jesus. 3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you
abstain from sexual immorality; 4 that each of you know how to possess his own vessel in
sanctification and honor, * not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God; ¢ and
that no man transgress and defraud his brother in the matter because the Lord is the avenger in all
these things, just as we also told you before and solemnly warned you. 7 For God has not called
us for the purpose of impurity, but in sanctification. ® So, he who rejects his is not rejecting man
but the God who gives His Holy Spirit to you.

1Th. 4:9 Now as to the love of the brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to you, for
you yourselves are taught by God to love one another; ! for indeed you do practice it toward all
the brethren who are in all Macedonia. But we urge you, brethren, to excel still more, !! and to
make it your ambition to lead a quiet life and attend to your own business and work with your
hands, just as we commanded you, % so that you will behave properly toward outsiders and not
be in any need.

Those Who Died in Christ

1Th. 4:13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so
that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. !* For if we believe that Jesus died and
rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. ' For this we
say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the
Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. ¢ For the Lord Himself will descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead
in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with



them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. '
Therefore comfort one another with these words.

The Day of the Lord

1Th. 5:1 Now as to the times and the epochs, brethren, you have no need of anything to be
written to you. 2 For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a
thief in the night. ®* While they are saying, “Peace and safety!” then destruction will come upon
them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with child, and they will not escape.  But you,
brethren, are not in darkness, that the day would overtake you like a thief; 5 for you are all sons
of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness; ¢ so then let us not sleep as others
do, but let us be alert and sober. 7 For those who sleep do their sleeping at night, and those who
get drunk get drunk at night. 8 But since we are of rhe day, let us be sober, having put on the
breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation. ? For God has not destined us
for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, ! who died for us, so that
whether we are awake or asleep, we will live together with Him. !! Therefore encourage one
another and build up one another, just as you also are doing.

Christian Conduct

1Th. 5:12 But we request of you, brethren, that you appreciate those who diligently labor
among you, and have charge over you in the Lord and give you instruction, '* and that you
esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Live in peace with one another. 14 We
urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient
with everyone. ' See that no one repays another with evil for evil, but always seek after that
which is good for one another and for all people. '¢ Rejoice always; 7 pray without ceasing; '® in
everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. ' Do not quench the Spirit;
20 do not despise prophetic utterances. 2! But examine everything carefully; hold fast to that
which is good; 2? abstain from every form of evil.

1Th. 5:23 Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and
soul and body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24
Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass.

1Th. 5:25 Brethren, pray for us.

1Th. 5:26 Greet all the brethren with a holy kiss. 27 I adjure you by the Lord to have this letter
read to all the brethren.

1Th. 5:28 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.



2 THESSALONIANS
2Th. 1:1 Paul and Silvanus and Timothy,
Thanksgiving for Faith and Perseverance

To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 2 Grace to you
and peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

2Th. 1:3 We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brethren, as is only fitting, because
your faith is greatly enlarged, and the love of each one of you toward one another grows ever
greater; 4 therefore, we ourselves speak proudly of you among the churches of God for your
perseverance and faith in the midst of all your persecutions and afflictions which you endure. 3
This is a plain indication of God’s righteous judgment so that you will be considered worthy of
the kingdom of God, for which indeed you are suffering. ¢ For after all it is only just for God to
repay with affliction those who afflict you, 7 and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us
as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire,
8 dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel
of our Lord Jesus. * These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of
the Lord and from the glory of His power, 1 when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that
day, and to be marveled at among all who have believed — for our testimony to you was
believed. ! To this end also we pray for you always, that our God will count you worthy of your
calling, and fulfill every desire for goodness and the work of faith with power, 12 so that the
name of our Lord Jesus will be glorified in you, and you in Him, according to the grace of our
God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Man of Lawlessness

2Th. 2:1 Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and
our gathering together to Him, 2 that you not be quickly shaken from your composure or be
disturbed either by a spirit or a message or a letter as if from us, to the effect that the day of the
Lord has come. * Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy
comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction,  who opposes and
exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the
temple of God, displaying himself as being God. * Do you not remember that while I was still
with you, I was telling you these things? ® And you know what restrains him now, so that in his
time he will be revealed. 7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he who now
restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way. ® Then that lawless one will be revealed
whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of
His coming; ? that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all
power and signs and false wonders, !° and with all the deception of wickedness for those who
perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved. ! For this reason God



will send upon them a deluding influence so that they will believe what is false, 12 in order that
they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness.

2Th. 2:13 But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord,
because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit
and faith in the truth. 4 It was for this He called you through our gospel, that you may gain the
glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. !¥ So then, brethren, stand firm and hold to the traditions which
you were taught, whether by word of mouth or by letter from us.

2Th. 2:16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, who has loved us and
given us eternal comfort and good hope by grace, 17 comfort and strengthen your hearts in every
good work and word.

Exhortation

2Th. 3:1 Finally, brethren, pray for us that the word of the Lord will spread rapidly and be
glorified, just as it did also with you; 2 and that we will be rescued from perverse and evil men;
for not all have faith. 3 But the Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect you from the
evil one. * We have confidence in the Lord concerning you, that you are doing and will continue
fo do what we command. * May the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and into the
steadfastness of Christ.

2Th. 3:6 Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep
away from every brother who leads an unruly life and not according to the tradition which you
received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example, because we
did not act in an undisciplined manner among you, 3 nor did we eat anyone’s bread without
paying for it, but with labor and hardship we kepr working night and day so that we would not be
a burden to any of you; ? not because we do not have the right 7o this, but in order to offer
ourselves as a model for you, so that you would follow our example. 1° For even when we were
with you, we used to give you this order: if anyone is not willing to work, then he is not to eat,
either. !! For we hear that some among you are leading an undisciplined life, doing no work at
all, but acting like busybodies. 1> Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus
Christ to work in quiet fashion and eat their own bread. 1* But as for you, brethren, do not grow
weary of doing good.

2Th. 3:14 If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of that person
and do not associate with him, so that he will be put to shame. '* Yer do not regard him as an
enemy, but admonish him as a brother.

2Th. 3:16 Now may the Lord of peace Himself continually grant you peace in every
circumstance. The Lord be with you all!



2Th. 3:17 1, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand, and this is a distinguishing mark in
every letter; this is the way I write. ! The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

Acts 18:19 They came to Ephesus, and he left them there. Now he himself entered the
synagogue and reasoned with the Jews. 2* When they asked him to stay for a longer time, he did
not consent, 2! but taking leave of them and saying, “I will return to you again if God wills,” he
set sail from Ephesus.

Acts 18:22 When he had landed at Caesarea, he went up and greeted the church, and went
down to Antioch. 2 And having spent some time here, he left and passed successively through
the Galatian region and Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples.

Acts 18:24 Now a Jew named Apollos, an Alexandrian by birth, an eloquent man, came to
Ephesus; and he was mighty in the Scriptures. 2° This man had been instructed in the way of the
Lord; and being fervent in spirit, he was speaking and teaching accurately the things concerning
Jesus, being acquainted only with the baptism of John; 2¢ and he began to speak out boldly in the
synagogue. But when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained to him
the way of God more accurately. 7 And when he wanted to go across to Achaia, the brethren
encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to welcome him; and when he had arrived, he greatly
helped those who had believed through grace, 28 for he powerfully refuted the Jews in public,
demonstrating by the Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ.

Paul at Ephesus

Acts 19:1 It happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the upper country
and came to Ephesus, and found some disciples. 2 He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy
Spirit when you believed?” And they said to him, “No, we have not even heard whether there is a
Holy Spirit.” * And he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” And they said, “Into John’s
baptism.” 4 Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe
in Him who was coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5 When they heard this, they were baptized
in the name of the Lord Jesus. ® And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit
came on them, and they began speaking with tongues and prophesying. 7 There were in all about
twelve men.

Acts 19:8 And he entered the synagogue and continued speaking out boldly for three months,
reasoning and persuading rhem about the kingdom of God. ? But when some were becoming
hardened and disobedient, speaking evil of the Way before the people, he withdrew from them
and took away the disciples, reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus. '* This took place for two
years, so that all who lived in Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks.

Miracles at Ephesus



Acts 19:11 God was performing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, !% so that
handkerchiefs or aprons were even carried from his body to the sick, and the diseases left them
and the evil spirits went out. !* But also some of the Jewish exorcists, who went from place to
place, attempted to name over those who had the evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying,
“I adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preaches.” 1 Seven sons of one Sceva, a Jewish chief priest,
were doing this. '3 And the evil spirit answered and said to them, “I recognize Jesus, and I know
about Paul, but who are you?” ¢ And the man, in whom was the evil spirit, leaped on them and
subdued all of them and overpowered them, so that they fled out of that house naked and
wounded. '7 This became known to all, both Jews and Greeks, who lived in Ephesus; and fear
fell upon them all and the name of the Lord Jesus was being magnified. ' Many also of those
who had believed kept coming, confessing and disclosing their practices. 1 And many of those
who practiced magic brought their books together and began burning them in the sight of
everyone; and they counted up the price of them and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver. 2
So the word of the Lord was growing mightily and prevailing.

Acts 19:21 Now after these things were finished, Paul purposed in the Spirit to go to Jerusalem

after he had passed through Macedonia and Achaia, saying, “After I have been there, I must also

see Rome.” 22 And having sent into Macedonia two of those who ministered to him, Timothy and
Erastus, he himself stayed in Asia for a while.

Acts 19:23 About that time there occurred no small disturbance concerning the Way. 24 For a
man named Demetrius, a silversmith, who made silver shrines of Artemis, was bringing no little
business to the craftsmen; 3 these he gathered together with the workmen of similar frades, and
said, “Men, you know that our prosperity depends upon this business. 26 “You see and hear that
not only in Ephesus, but in almost all of Asia, this Paul has persuaded and turned away a
considerable number of people, saying that gods made with hands are no gods at all. 2’ “Not only
is there danger that this trade of ours fall into disrepute, but also that the temple of the great
goddess Artemis be regarded as worthless and that she whom all of Asia and the world worship
will even be dethroned from her magnificence.”

Acts 19:28 When they heard this and were filled with rage, they began crying out, saying,
“Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!” 2 The city was filled with the confusion, and they rushed
with one accord into the theater, dragging along Gaius and Aristarchus, Paul’s traveling
companions from Macedonia. ** And when Paul wanted to go into the assembly, the disciples
would not let him. 3! Also some of the Asiarchs who were friends of his sent to him and
repeatedly urged him not to venture into the theater. 3 So then, some were shouting one thing
and some another, for the assembly was in confusion and the majority did not know for what
reason they had come together. 3* Some of the crowd concluded if was Alexander, since the Jews
had put him forward; and having motioned with his hand, Alexander was intending to make a
defense to the assembly. ** But when they recognized that he was a Jew, a single outcry arose
from them all as they shouted for about two hours, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!” 3% After
quieting the crowd, the town clerk *said, “Men of Ephesus, what man is there after all who does



not know that the city of the Ephesians is guardian of the temple of the great Artemis and of the
image which fell down from heaven? 3¢ “So, since these are undeniable facts, you ought to keep
calm and to do nothing rash. 37 “For you have brought these men here who are neither robbers of
temples nor blasphemers of our goddess. *® “So then, if Demetrius and the craftsmen who are
with him have a complaint against any man, the courts are in session and proconsuls are
available; let them bring charges against one another. * “But if you want anything beyond this,
it shall be settled in the lawful assembly. 4° “For indeed we are in danger of being accused of a
riot in connection with today’s events, since there is no real cause for it, and in this connection
we will be unable to account for this disorderly gathering.” 4! After saying this he dismissed the
assembly.

1 CORINTHIANS
Appeal to Unity

1Cor. 1:1 Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Sosthenes our
brother,

1Cor. 1:2 To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in Christ
Jesus, saints by calling, with all who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
their Lord and ours:

1Cor. 1:3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

1Cor. 1:4 [ thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given you in
Christ Jesus, ° that in everything you were enriched in Him, in all speech and all knowledge, °
even as the testimony concerning Christ was confirmed in you, 7 so that you are not lacking in
any gift, awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, ® who will also confirm you to
the end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. * God is faithful, through whom you were
called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

1Cor. 1:10 Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree
and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be made complete in the same mind and
in the same judgment. ! For I have been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe’s
people, that there are quarrels among you. > Now I mean this, that each one of you is saying, “I
am of Paul,” and “T of Apollos,” and “I of Cephas,” and “T of Christ.” '3 Has Christ been divided?
Paul was not crucified for you, was he? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? ¥ I thank
God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, '° so that no one would say you were
baptized in my name. ' Now I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not
know whether I baptized any other. 7 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the
gospel, not in cleverness of speech, so that the cross of Christ would not be made void.



The Wisdom of God

1Cor. 1:18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who
are being saved it is the power of God. ' For it is written,

“I WILL DESTROY THE WISDOM OF THE WISE,

AND THE CLEVERNESS OF THE CLEVER I WILL SET ASIDE.”
20 Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God
made foolish the wisdom of the world? 2! For since in the wisdom of God the world through its
wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the
message preached to save those who believe. 2 For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search
for wisdom; 23 but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles
foolishness, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God
and the wisdom of God. ?* Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness
of God is stronger than men.

1Cor. 1:26 For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the
flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; 27 but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to
shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are
strong, 28 and the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are
not, so that He may nullify the things that are, ?° so that no man may boast before God. * But by
His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and
sanctification, and redemption, 3! so that, just as it is written, “LET HIM WHO BOASTS,
BOAST IN THE LORD.”

Paul’s Reliance upon the Spirit

1Cor. 2:1 And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of
wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God. 2 For I determined to know nothing among
you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. * I was with you in weakness and in fear and in
much trembling, 4 and my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom,
but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith would not rest on the wisdom
of men, but on the power of God.

1Cor. 2:6 Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature; a wisdom, however, not of
this age nor of the rulers of this age, who are passing away; ’ but we speak God’s wisdom in a
mystery, the hidden wisdom which God predestined before the ages to our glory; 8 the wisdom
which none of the rulers of this age has understood; for if they had understood it they would not
have crucified the Lord of glory;
’ but just as it is written,

“THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR HAS NOT HEARD,

AND which HAVE NOT ENTERED THE HEART OF MAN,



ALL THAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM.”
10 For to us God revealed rhem through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the
depths of God. ! For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man
which is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God. > Now we
have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know
the things freely given to us by God, '* which things we also speak, not in words taught by
human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual
words.

1Cor. 2:14 But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are
foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised. '* But
he who is spiritual appraises all things, yet he himself is appraised by no one. ' For WHO HAS
KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, THAT HE WILL INSTRUCT HIM? But we have the
mind of Christ.

Foundations for Living

1Cor. 3:1 And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as
to infants in Christ. 2 I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able fo
receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able, * for you are still fleshly. For since there is
jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men? # For
when one says, “I am of Paul,” and another, “T am of Apollos,” are you not mere men?

1Cor. 3:5 What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, even
as the Lord gave opportunity to each one. ® I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the
growth. 7 So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but God who
causes the growth. 8 Now he who plants and he who waters are one; but each will receive his
own reward according to his own labor. * For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God'’s field,
God’s building.

1Cor. 3:10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder I
laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must be careful how he builds on
it. ' For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. !?
Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 3
each man’s work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with
fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each man’s work. !# If any man’s work which he has
built on it remains, he will receive a reward. ' If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer
loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.

1Cor. 3:16 Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in
you? 17 If any man destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is
holy, and that is what you are.



1Cor. 3:18 Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you thinks that he is wise in this
age, he must become foolish, so that he may become wise. !° For the wisdom of this world is
foolishness before God. For it is written, “He is THE ONE WHO CATCHES THE WISE IN
THEIR CRAFTINESS”; 2 and again, “THE LORD KNOWS THE REASONINGS of the wise,
THAT THEY ARE USELESS.” 2! So then let no one boast in men. For all things belong to you,
22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or things present or things to
come; all things belong to you, 2* and you belong to Christ; and Christ belongs to God.

Servants of Christ

1Cor. 4:1 Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants of Christ and stewards of the
mysteries of God. 2 In this case, moreover, it is required of stewards that one be found
trustworthy. * But to me it is a very small thing that I may be examined by you, or by any human
court; in fact, I do not even examine myself. * For I am conscious of nothing against myself, yet I
am not by this acquitted; but the one who examines me is the Lord. 3 Therefore do not go on
passing judgment before the time, but wait until the Lord comes who will both bring to light the
things hidden in the darkness and disclose the motives of men’s hearts; and then each man’s
praise will come to him from God.

1Cor. 4:6 Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively applied to myself and Apollos for
your sakes, so that in us you may learn not to exceed what is written, so that no one of you will
become arrogant in behalf of one against the other. 7 For who regards you as superior? What do
you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as if you had not
received it?

1Cor. 4:8 You are already filled, you have already become rich, you have become kings
without us; and indeed, I wish that you had become kings so that we also might reign with you. *
For, I think, God has exhibited us apostles last of all, as men condemned to death; because we
have become a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to men. * We are fools for Christ’s
sake, but you are prudent in Christ; we are weak, but you are strong; you are distinguished, but
we are without honor. ! To this present hour we are both hungry and thirsty, and are poorly
clothed, and are roughly treated, and are homeless; '? and we toil, working with our own hands;
when we are reviled, we bless; when we are persecuted, we endure; '3 when we are slandered, we
try to conciliate; we have become as the scum of the world, the dregs of all things, even until
now.

1Cor. 4:14 1 do not write these things to shame you, but to admonish you as my beloved
children. 3 For if you were to have countless tutors in Christ, yet you would not have many
fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel. '¢ Therefore I exhort you, be
imitators of me. 17 For this reason I have sent to you Timothy, who is my beloved and faithful
child in the Lord, and he will remind you of my ways which are in Christ, just as I teach



everywhere in every church. ' Now some have become arrogant, as though I were not coming to
you. ! But I will come to you soon, if the Lord wills, and I shall find out, not the words of those
who are arrogant but their power. 2* For the kingdom of God does not consist in words but in
power. 2! What do you desire? Shall I come to you with a rod, or with love and a spirit of

gentleness?



